
 
This game, also known as Crazy Nines or simply Nines, is played with two or more 
decks of cards. Use two decks for 2-4 players and add an additional deck for every 
two players there after.  

The dealer deals nine cards to each player, one at a time. Each player's cards are 
arranged face down in a three by three square in front of the player like as shown.  

The remaining undealt cards are placed face-down in the center of the table to form 
a drawing stock. The top card of the stock is turned face up and placed beside the 
stock to start the discard pile. 

Before play begins, each player turns any two of their layout cards face-up. After this, 
remaining face-down layout cards may not be looked at until they are turned over or 
discarded during play or are scored at the end of the play. 

The player to the dealer's left begins, and the turn to play passes clockwise. At your 
turn you must either draw the top card of the face-down stock, or draw the top 
discard. 

The drawn card may be used to replace any of the cards in your layout. You may 
choose to replace one of the face-down cards of your layout, but you are not allowed 
to look at any of your layout cards before deciding which to replace. You place the 
drawn card face-up in your layout, and discard the card that previously occupied that 
position, putting it face-up on top of the discard pile. It is then the next player's turn.  

• What if I don’t want my card I drew? If you drew the card from the stock and 
decide that you do not want to use it in your layout, you may simply discard the 
drawn card face up on the discard pile, and it is then the next player's turn. 
However, if you chose to take the discard, you must use it to 
replace one of your layout cards - you cannot simply put it back 
on the discard pile, leaving the situation as it was. 

• 3 Cards in a row? If you have 3 cards in a row vertically or 
horizontally no matter the card value they are to be removed from 
play and placed under your discard card on the discard deck.  

• Queen of Spades: If the queen of spades is drawn from the 
deck of cards as a turn at any time during the game the player 
must use it and keep it for 3 rounds. After 3 rounds it may be 
replaced with another card. If the game ends before this the 
player will add an additional 25 points to their score for this card. 

After a player's last face-down card is exposed, each of the other 
players plays one more turn before the hand is scored. 

At the end of the play, any remaining face-down cards in each player's layout are 
turned face-up. Pairs of horizontally and vertically adjacent cards are considered to 
be zeroed out as previously mentioned above. NOTE: An additional 20 points (per 
player) is added the the players score who ended play if there are players with 
scores lower than theirs. 
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Joker -2

Ace 0

King 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

6 6

7 7

8 8

9 9

10 10

jack 10

Queen 10
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Game ends when…
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